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Synopsis

This brief thesis aims at reconfirming the purpose of learning and teaching of English through studying
history of them in Japan. Before the beginning of English learning, Japanese people had aready learned
some languages such as Chinese, Korean, Portugese, and Dutch. Especially the system of education in
Ogata Koan's “Teki—Juku” which was one of language learning schools in Japan in the nineteenth cen-
tury helped Japanese people to learn English effectively and systematically. The English learning began
when the English ship “Fhaeton” came to Japan ifiI 1] Japanese intellectuals made splendid efforts to
master English and publish books on English. After the Meiji Restoration till today, there have been two
main theories about the purpose of learning and teaching English; one is to understand and absorb differ-
ent cultures, and the other is to communicate with people who speak English. As the globalization in
every ways is spreading rapidly, however, we are to live in the society where we need to speak a com-
mon language like English and understand different cultures and respect each other. So, purpose to learn
aforeign language especially English today isto communicate with other nation’s people and to cultivate
amind of cultura relativism which means an intercultural understanding.
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